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GEORGE WESTINGHOUSE MEMORIAL, SCHENLEY PARK, PITTSBURGH

Address at the Birthday Commemoration Dinner of the
Late (George Westinghouse given by Members of
Westinghouse Association in Japan
at the Industrial Club, Tokyo, October 6 th, 1930
By ADMIRAL HIDEO TAKEDA
Chairman of the Board

Gentlemen :

This very day on the 84th anniversary of
the birthday of the revered ido! of our associa-
tion, in a town on the other side of the Pacific,
whose name is so endearing and so familiar to
us, is to be held the ceremony of unveiling a
. monument by his surviving friends and admi-
rers of his character and works. I need not
tell you that this revered idol is George West-
inghouse, and the sacred spot where has been

erected this memorial tablet is in Schenley Park
in the great industrial town of Pittshurgh. As
a dedication to his memory, no other place
and no other time can be more fitting.

It is for participating in the joy of this
significant day and to pay tribute to the me-
mory of the illustrious engineer that we are
assembled here tonight. I am glad to see so
many of my friends, all passionate admirers of
his works, present at this dinner, for it is a
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convineing proof of the sincerity of
the members of this association,
which proudly bears the name of
the great inventor.

Recollection of his Greatness

On such an auspicious occa-
sion, memorable in the record of our
association, it is more than proper
that the toast master should say
something about the life and a-
hero of the

evening in such fitting terms as to

chievements of the

arouse anew in your mind the recol-
lection of his greatness, but it seems
to me that it is beyond the oratorial
powers of any gifted eloquence to
portray to you in a brief interval,
the accounts of his wonderful engi-
neering exploits accomplished dur-
ing his lifetime, from the first flush
of his inventive genius in the year
1867, beginning with his primary
patent of the car-replacer, down to
the time when he was devoting his
energies for the consolidation of
that stupendous monument of his
creation, the great Westinghouse
concerns, and I do not dare to do
so.  The subject is too vast to be
treated in a limited space of time.
However, I can not help being
tempted to cast a cursory glance at
the
contributions to civilization and to

records of his innumerable
draw your attention to a few of his
most important works. As you
all well know, it is the air brake
which was the first fruit of his ge-
nius and the fore-runner of his
many other achievements.

In the youthful days of West-
inghouse, railway transport in
America was still comparatively in
its infancy, while in a vast conntry
like the United States of America,
extending from the Atlantic to the
Pacific, with natural resources so
varied and inexhaustible, civiliza-
tion could not have attained its
present state and its natural wealth
exploited, had not the means of

overland trafhc been perfected.

Introduction of Air Brake

Before the introduction of the
air brake, terrible accidents and the
killing of brakemen bhetween the
cars were common occurrences, and
the public, while complaining of the
insecurity of railway tirafhic, was
more or less resigned to them as
inevitable. Such facts could not
cscape the notice of the youthful
inventor, and the world famous
ingenious device was worked out
and patented, which contributed so
immensely to the development of
railway transportation and made

rapid transit manageable.

We feel that so eloguent
a tribute to the revered
idol of the Westinghouse
Association should be re-
So,
we print Admiral Hideo
Takeda’s recent
to the Late

Westinghouse in full-Editor

corded on our pages.

eulogy
George

It was George Westinghouse
who in America first turned his
attention to the future development
of the rotary engine. But while he
was working himself, though inter-
mittently, for the invention of a
new engine of this type, Charles
Parsons solved the problem, and
Westinghouse attained the right to
manufaclure steam turbines under
the Parsons patents, which laid the
foundation of the extensive engine~
works in South Philadelphia.

Almighty Agent Electricity

Again, his swift and penetra-
ting insight to the necessities of
modern civilization could not leave
his ever constant activity without
coming in contact with that invin-
cible but almighty agent ‘‘ Elec-
tricity”’, and he created that mighty
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organization, The Westinghouse
Electric & Manufacturing Compa-
ny, whose activities now extend to
every corner of the globe, to develop
the immence possibilities of the
magic powers of that mysterious
fairy.

I shall not attempt to deline-
ate on any of his many other
remarkable accomplishments in the
realm of mechanics, but I may be
permitetd to mention in passing his
special  Pneumatic  Interlocking
Switch and Signal Apparatus, his
perfection of Gas Engines and other
similar mechanical creations, as
among his many wonderful in-
ventions. It will be fully realised
the great part they play today in

our modern civilization.
Westinghouse Spirit

Not only was George Westing-
house a great engincering genius,
but he was a remarkable leader of
men, for added to his pre-eminent
mental capacities he was endowed
with those rare qualities of the
heart which made him to he loved
and respected by his followers and
subordinates. Promising young
men of lofty aspirations and rare
inborn talents flocked to his ban-
ner, and willingly gave their assis-
tance to him. Among his disciples
could be mentioned names of emi-
nent engineers and captains of indus-
try who are now prominent figures
in the field of industry and engineer-
ing of America. By the power of his
personality, a moral atmosphere,
which we call the Westinghouse
Spirit, was created. I may safely
say that this spirit of loyalty and
fraternity pervades now the entire
Westinghouse organization. Soar-
ing, perhaps even higher than his
technical talents and marvellous
creative abilities. It is this person-
ality which commands our most
profound respect. It is his noble
character, in a word, his intrinsic
value as a man that makes us to




recall his sacred memory with ever
increasing ardour.

Super-Human Power

Some years ago in an address
delivered at one of the anniversary
dinners of the birthday of our hero,
I remember saying that when we
consider the magnitude of his phe-
nominal achievements in a briet
period of some forty years, we are
almost induced to Dbelieve that
George Westinghouse was endowed
with some super-human powers and
that the efforts of ordinary mortals
possessed with mnormal faculties,
could never dream to become his
equal. If such be the case and if
the priceless examples which this
great man has bequeathed to post-
erity can not be surpassed or ever
imitated, and leave us hopeless,
than the blessings which he left us
must lose a part of their value: for
it is the inspiration and encourage-
ment which he gives us—inspiration
to follow his footsteps and encour-
agement to become the same great
man, as Westinghonse himself—that
are above all precious and nour-
ishing to posterity. George West-
inghonse has performed wonders,
but it is only by dint of persever-
ance, constant attentiveness and
unceasing efforts that his enter-
prises were crowned with brilliant
success, and let us, let posterity
strive to benefit by these examples
of industry, toil and labour. I re-
peat these words, as I have done on
other similar occasions, for I believe
that the highest tribute we can pay
to his revered memory does not
only consist in an empty profession
of respect to the venerable shadow
of this benefactor of civilization, the
true token of our gratitude lies in
the dedication of the living to his
unfinished work by the full realiza-
tion of his sublime ideal of scientific
and engineering progress and per-
fection.

At the same time, while inces-

santly working by the inspiration
of this great man for the fullest
realization of such sublime ideal of
civilization, let us not ever forget to
revere and immortalise the glorious
deeds of such benefactors of man-
kind, for, as President Coolidge has
ably said, ‘‘a wholesome regard for
the memory of the great men of
long ago is the best assurance to a
people of a continuation of great
men to come, who shall still be able
to instruct, to lead and to inspire.
A people who worship at the shrine
of true greatness will themselves be
truly great”.

World Engineering Congress

With these impressive words of
a great stateman quoted, I might
now bring my address to a close,
but there is one more function of
the evening which it is the task of
the toastmaster to see fulfilled most
merrily and wholeheartedly. I
mean to say our ‘ Sayonara’
drinks for the coming departure of
our good friend and member of our
association, Mr. John W. White.
Mr. White came out to Japan about
four and a half years ago to take
charge of the business of the West-
inghouse Company of Japan and
also to represent Westinghouse
interests in The Mitsubishi Denki
Kaisha. Since he came to our shores
I am sorry to say he encountered
the most difficult times, for business
was exceedingly dull—a depression
such as we had not experienced for
many many years. Moreover,
national necessity led the people to
open a campaign for the general use
Still, in
spite of such hard times and stormy
weather he conducted his business

of home made goods.

with rare tact and wisdom, and his
efforts were quite successful. I
think that the Westinghouse Elec-
tric International Company ought
to be more than satisfied with what
Mr. White has done here.

Last autumn the interest of
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the Westinghouse Company of Ja-
pan was transferred to The Mitsu-
bishi Denki Kabushiki Kaisha, a
new company being formed under
the name of Ryobi Denki Shokai.
Mr. White has expressly delayed his
departure to assist the new firm in
its start, and with his customary
good will he gave us much advice
and assistance. As my esteemed
colleague, I sincerely regret he is
leaving us soon, I know only too
well that his departure will leave a
void in our ranks.

Mr. & Mrs. White took promi-
nent parts in many important
social undertakings and functions
in Tokyo too. It is by the initia-
tive and efforts of Mr. and Mrs.
White that the American Club was
started. At the time of our World
Engineering Congress last autumn
they
among the foreign residents, and no

were outstanding figures
one can deny that they contributed
immensely to the bhrilliant success
of the Congress.
assist us and to do his best to foster

Ever ready to

that spirit of good will and under-
standing hetween America and
Japan, I hope that Mr. White will
continue to maintain his friendship
and cordial feelings toward Japan
even after his return to America.

Now I have to thank you for
your kind hearing and I ask youto
drink to the memory of George
Westinghouse and to the health and
happiness of Mr. & Mrs. White,
hoping that they will have a most
pleasent voyage home.
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